DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
their hold on Hungary through thick and thin since Hungary was
born, with comparatively recent reinforcement by the Jews —
were girding their loins to meet the new challenge to their rule.
The main opposition to Imr<£dy came from the Jews, but they did
not appear in the open. The visible champions were aristocrats
and big landowners, like Count Stephen Bethlen, and clerical
publicists. With one accord they raised the cry that racial theories
must not be introduced in the land of the Holy Crown and in the
thousand-year-old-Kingdom and in Liberal Hungary and this
and that. What did the landless peasants in the countryside and
the poverty-stricken workers in the towns think about it? Ah,
echo answers, what? Surveying the affluence and influence of the
Jews, and their monopolistic hold on the trade and commerce of
the land, they might have thought, if they thought at all, that
theories of racial exclusiveness had already been introduced in
Hungary. But their voice is never heard. The battle was joined
in Budapest.
When I went back to Budapest, in January 1939, the second
anti-Jewish law had been introduced. The first, as I wrote earlier
in this book, on paper restricted the share of the Jews in business
and commercial undertakings, and in the professions, to twenty per
cent. The second purported to reduce it to six per cent, but, when I
was in Budapest, seemed likely to be vetoed by the Regent,
Admiral Horthy. In practice, nothing had happened to the Jews,
who continued to dominate the scene.  The power of the Jews
is so great that when some mild anti-Jewish law, of little practical
effect, is passed in this or that country, the entire world press
starts shouting at the top of its voice about 'Anti-Semitism in
Hungary*, 'Anti-Semitism in Rumania', or the like.   In this
exasperating and misleading din, the things that ought to be
discussed and need to be remedied, like the lot of the poverty-
stricken masses in these countries, are completely lost sight of.
I have told you earlier in this book that the pity-the-poor-Jew
cry is becoming a dangerous racket. Hungary provides the best
possible illustration that I can give you of this.  The first anti-
Semitic law was introduced in the spring of 1938. It had xnany
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